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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5801 of April 26,1988 

Mother's Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Maternal love is the first tangible bond any human being knows. It is a 
tie at once physical, emotional, psychological, and mystical. With all of 
the words that have been written about motherhood, all of the poems 
of tribute and gratitude that have been penned through the ages, all of 
the portraits of mother and child that have been painted down the cen
turies, none has come close to expressing in full the thankfulness and 
joy owing to mothers. 

The mark of motherhood, as the story of Solomon and the disputed 
infant in the first Book of Kings shows, is a devotion to the well-being 
of the child so total that it overlooks itself and its own preferences and 
needs. It is a love that risks all, bears all, braves all. As it heals and 
strengthens and inspires in its objects an understanding of self-sacrifice 
and devotion, it is the parent of many another love as well. 

The arms of a mother are the newborn's first cradle and the injured 
child's first refuge. The hands of a mother are the hands of care for the 
child who is near and of prayer for the one who is far away. The eyes 
of a mother are the eyes of fond surprise at baby's first step, the eyes 
of unspoken worry at the young adult's first voyage from home, the 
eyes of gladness at every call or visit that says she is honored and re
membered. The heart of a mother is a heart that is always full. 

Generation after generation has measured love by the work and 
wonder of motherhood. For these gifts, ever ancient and ever new, we 
cannot pause too often to give thanks to mothers. As inadequate as our 
homage may be and as short as a single day is to express it—"What 
possible comparison was there," a great saint wrote of his mother, "be
tween the honor I showed her and the service she had rendered me?"— 
Mother's Day affords us an opportunity to meet one of life's happiest 
duties. 

In recognition of the contributions of mothers to their families and to 
our Nation, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 
[38 Stat. 770], has designated the second Sunday in May each year as 
Mother's Day and requested the President to call for its appropriate ob
servance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby request that Sunday, May 8, 1988, be ob
served as Mother's Day. I urge all Americans to express their love and 
respect for their mothers and to reflect on the importance of mother
hood to the well-being of our country. I direct government officials to 
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display the flag of the United States on all Federal government build
ings, and I urge all citizens to display the flag at their homes and other 
suitable places on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5802 of April 28,1988 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

All Americans have great reason to regret and to seek to repair the 
alarming incidence and prevalence of child abuse and neglect that con
tinue throughout our country. Each year many American children suffer 
child abuse, and every year many perish in these attacks. The inci
dence of child abuse and neglect cuts across every income level and 
geographic area in our land. 

This tragic situation is unacceptable—and preventable. Dedicated indi
viduals, private and civic groups, and government bodies are doing 
much to protect children, but, unfortunately, much remains to be 
achieved. Caring for children is, of course, the responsibility of parents; 
but neighbors, relatives, and friends must help protect children when 
parents or others attack or neglect them. We will truly prevent child 
abuse and protect our youngsters only to the extent that we cherish 
children as gifts from our Creator; foster deep and abiding reverence 
for the innocence and the God-given individual dignity and worth of 
every child; and treasure the sanctity of every human life. 

It is in this spirit that we must assure America's children a loving, safe, 
and healthful environment. The members of professions, such as law 
enforcement, social work, church, medicine, mental health, and educa
tion, must continue to do their part, as must concerned individuals. Let 
all Americans reflect on our obligation to children and to families, and 
then let us put our compassion into action. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 246, has designated April 
1988 as "National Child Abuse Prevention Month" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 
this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 1988 as National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. As we observe this time, let us all consider 
our responsibility for the wholesome and secure development of our 
children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
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